
 
 

 
 

After my second visit to Venezuela, I am sharing my top 100 cultural observations in the list 
below. As this list was compiled during times waiting in lines, it is not organized by topics or 
priorities. Rather, it is a random list of what I perceived and wrote down ruled by my cultural 
frame of reference.  Therefore, it is not a complete depiction of reality for everyone. However, it 
may be useful for readers outside of Venezuela: 
 

1. There is garbage strewn around everywhere on the roadside and premises overall, lots of 
it, and piled up. Tip: Wear closed shoes 

2. Cars and bikes appear not to follow any recognizable rules. Tip: I would not rent a car 
3. The street pavement is uneven and frequent stopping is required to avoid bumping, 

sometimes every few feet. Therefore, plan ahead for increased travel time. There is lots 
of honking 

4. There are frequent protests, demonstrations, riots, and strikes that can all result in 
violence and death. Workplaces are closed, as are schools and universities. The reason is 
that public transportation seizes on those days and people can’t make it to work or that 
they want to participate in the marches. Tip: don't go outside when they take place. At 
your hotel, there will be less staff. Expect less service for hotel amenities  

5. Citizens prefer juice to soda pop. Be prepared not to find soda pop 
6. There are a lot of roadside vendors selling everything. Try the coconut drinks; they are 

from fresh coconuts and yummy 
7. There is a smell of open fire places in the air. Don’t worry. People are cooking 



8. There are lots of colorful houses and lots of walls and iron fences next to total rubble and 
ruins 

9. There are religious symbols everywhere as well as many churches, cathedrals, and 
basilicas. They are incredibly beautiful and offer breathtaking art and decorations. Tip: 
Do not wear hats or sleeveless tops when visiting a church 

10. There is lots of graffiti on walls and houses, notably featuring Chavez and Bolivar. Tip: 
read up on them to learn about the country's history 

11. There are virtually no traffic signs and only a few traffic lights. Vehicles don't stay in 
their lane and often drive in the opposite lane 

12. There are lots of stray dogs everywhere. Don't worry about them 
13. There are many police and military control points with large guns everywhere. They can 

randomly stop anyone and search their car. Do not draw attention to yourself 
14. Overall, there is a presence of police nearly everywhere. I would stay away from them  
15. Tropical rain showers are sudden and the sun very intense. Bring an umbrella, sun hat, 

sunglasses, and sunscreen  
16. It gets dark at 6 pm. Don't be outside then  
17.  Many taxis have no seat belts. There is nothing you can do. You cannot pick your taxi of 

choice. Whichever taxi is in queue to be next will be yours 
18. There are laws for wearing seat belts, helmets, not using cell phones, etc. none of them 

are followed 
19. There is waiting involved for just about everything. Be prepared and accept it as a fact of 

life  
20. There are lots of rules about everything, but few are followed 
21. It is amazing how many people and goods can fit on one motorbike or a platform of a 

truck 
22. Wealthy people need to live very protected behind massive walls, barbed wire, and iron 

bars on each window and door also protected by guards. When visiting, make sure to 
communicate to the guards whom you are about to see and allow them to verify 

23. Wealthy areas are very modern, the design very minimalistic much like contemporary 
European taste 

24. The Spanish language here resembles Castilian European Spanish and has an almost 
Italian inflection 

25. One does not question authorities  
26. The main meal is lunch. Be prepared for enormous portions 
27. It is amazing how many cars can pass each other on both lanes at the same time don't 

worry. Somehow it always works out 
28. Santeria religion members can be easily identified by all white clothing and/or certain 

jewelry, for example green and yellow bracelets 



29. Venezuelans have music in their blood and body. They love to dance and move to the 
music, whenever possible. Try to attend at least one dance somewhere and go with the 
flow 

30. People of all races live together and marry across races with no bias based on skin color  
31. Venezuelan professors can sit for hours without complaining. As learners, they are 

grateful and enthusiastic. They call me ‘teacher,' which is a huge compliment 
32. They are proud of their country while acknowledging the shortcomings. They are 

determined to be agents of change 
33. Female leaders can look very sexy and are confident with their bodies. Don't mistake 

their appearance for lack of professionalism or authority  
34. Ladies are beautiful, graceful, and move in a special way. They wear the highest heels 

ever and love to feature their body parts with pride in rather revealing clothes. They look 
perfect even in blistering heat and humidity and refresh their looks and hair frequently to 
maintain their looks. Well, I was not able to pull that one off. No good advice here from 
me  

35. Many women and female teenagers receive breast implants; many teenage girls ask their 
parents not to have a party for their big 15th birthday but use the money for breast 
implants instead  

36. When it rains, many buildings leak, even universities and hotels. Be prepared to protect 
your electronics and other items 

37. The local airline takes great pains to make departure uncomfortable and challenging. 
They will not give an inch. Be prepared and research the rules ahead of time since your 
international luggage weights and dimensions are different and they do not comply with 
inland flights. One example: One cannot check nail polish or remover with the luggage, 
but I saw how one could take alcohol bottles through security without question 

38. Be prepared to spend much time without the Internet. Even universities and businesses 
don't have it in many cases  

39. When I checked in a domestic as well as an international flight, I carried pop cans and 
water, no questions asked. I don't know if this is a single occurrence or the rule  

40. Venezuelans greet one another with a hug and a kiss on the right cheek. Go with the flow 
and enjoy the kindness  

41. Even hotel and other staff do this with customers (kissing) 
42. Many Venezuelans smile a lot. Smile right back 
43. Coffee is served in tiny cups. Be prepared not to find coffee everywhere. It can be 

difficult at times  
44. Because of sugar shortages, pop is sold sugar-free 
45. Make sure to bring your toilet paper everywhere, even to restaurants, businesses, and 

universities 
46. Don't expect clean toilets or flushing water 
47. Food is amazing and diverse. Try everything and enjoy  



48. Different regions feature different food specialties. Make sure to try them all  
49. Venezuelans LOVE their country 
50. They are very proud of their roots and diversity. Ask them about their country and history 
51. They are outspoken about their beliefs. Don't be surprised to get the real story  
52. There are almost no overweight people here. Life does not allow to become heavy. It is 

very stressful to get food and supplies, get to work, and do basic tasks  
53. Venezuelans love their families and are very loyal to them. Don't be surprised to find 

different generations living in the same household 
54. They are very committed to their faith. Don't be surprised about their statements about 

their practices and religious celebrations  
55. Many Venezuelans are Christian, of varies denominations, such as Pentecostal, 7th Day 

Adventists, and more.  The majority of Christians are catholic. There are various different 
local Virgin Maries that are being adored and celebrated in elaborate ways with their 
local holidays. Don't even try to keep track of all of them. 

56. In cities, homes, businesses, and cars, there are many religious symbols found 
57. The music here is just amazing. The drums and the beat get right into the blood. Try to 

find at least one place with live music and experience it for yourself  
58. Drivers don't drive straight. They turn right and left in a random pattern to avoid pot 

holes, damages, and other things that I cannot make out. When they approach an 
intersection, they honk to show their intention that they will not stop. At large 
intersections, where many lanes intersect, there is some unwritten way of negotiating who 
drives when. Don't worry; they’ll work it out 

59. Even in high-class hotels, the staff does not speak English and there may not be English 
language channels or news. Don't expect warm water for your shower. Expect possible 
electrical outages, however. Bring a flashlight and plan carefully how you keep your 
devices charged  

60. Venezuelans don't know a stranger. They talk with anyone at any time (even if they don’t 
speak Spanish). Go with the flow. You got hands and facial expressions to compensate  

61. Quote: Venezuelan male watching a very attractive woman on the street said with deep 
conviction: “I Love my country!” 

62. There is machismo culture 
63. However, women have careers and leadership roles  
64. The government and events feature a lot of pathos. Watch TV channels with dramatic 

speeches 
65. Never exchange money officially. The black market brings three times the Bolivars. Ask 

a local friend to  
66. Houses can be in many bright colors 
67. Many of them, however, resemble shacks 
68. Some may not have plumbing and electricity  
69. Most homes feature iron bars on windows and doors to protect the families  



70. The TV program features some patriotic and government streams with lots of speeches 
and shows of the natural splendor of Venezuela along with children’s choirs in the 
background setting the mood. Many channels run action movies and shows as well as the 
same kind of genres of shows as the USA stations do 

71. When toasting with a drink use the left hand so that you can toast again later 
72. Pandora radio or Netflix do not stream to Venezuela, but YouTube does  
73. Coffees and pop do not get refills 
74. When purchasing something with credit cards, be prepared that the card readers don't 

work (often) 
75. When carrying cash, don’t expect to fit it into your billfold. Because of the inflation, 

bring a shopping bag to fit the huge stacks  
76. When stores accept cash or give change, they usually run it through a cash counting 

machine to expedite things 
77. Venezuelans love Italian food 
78. I had tortellini filled with Yucca 
79. The breakfast is a real meal with black beans, plantains, shredded meats, and lots of other 

goodies 
80. In any food, Venezuelans like to dump tons of shredded cheese 
81. There are vendors on the street side where one can purchase coconut milk fresh from the 

coconuts 
82. A staple of food is empanadas, a baked or deep-fried pocket filled with either cheese or 

meats; there is much shredded meat served  
83. A local staple of food in Maracaibo is Pastelito, a dough pocket filled with a super 

yummy local cheese 
84. All cheese is white 
85. School children wear uniforms 
86. Many folks cannot afford cars and ride the bus 
87. When riding the bus, passengers may have to hang partially outside the open doors 
88. About buying a new car: It is hard to buy new cars, and if one buys a new SUV like 

Toyota 4 runner, it could be dangerous because the message is that that person has a lot 
of money, and he can be kidnapped 

89. Everything that needs to be done requires a long negotiation 
90. Have a plan A, B, C, and some more for almost everything 
91. Nothing goes done as planned 
92. BUT: you can plan on things starting later than scheduled 
93. And you can plan on people helping each other out 
94. And you can count on people being patient without complaining 
95. A lot of stuff can be done while standing in line or waiting for things to happen. Take a 

break and do something else that you don't have time for otherwise like reading. People 



get time off work to stand in line when it is their government-scheduled day to be 
allowed to buy food 

96. It is common that workers whistle and use catcalls 
97. There is an entirely German town in Venezuela with Oktoberfest and German food and 

beer.  The name is La Colonia Tovar.  If you can, check it out, it is truly remarkable  
98. Venezuela is home to Angel Falls, one of the true wonders of the world 
99. When on the street, don't wear jewelry (such as wedding bands), visible cameras, phones, 

etc. and carefully scan your surroundings for any approaching individuals.  
100. When driving, don't stop at intersections or red lights, especially at night when the 

streets are empty. Also, it is not a good idea to roll down the windows.  Bandits approach 
victims on motorbikes 

 
Finally: 
Venezuela is one of the most beautiful places in the world with wonderful people and natural 
splendor. I hope you can visit it soon. But be careful. You may leave a piece of your heart there.  
 

 


